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International Call for Papers: Economic Policies in Sudan 
after the Referendum of 2011 
 
Interested scholars doing research work on Sudan’s economy are invited to 
submit research papers, commented documents and policy-oriented papers on 
the economic development perspectives of the two new states in Sudan after 
the Independence Declaration on July 9, 2011.Sixteen policy areas being of 
interest for such an exercise were identified (see below). So far the discussion on 
the Sudan separation issues is limited to political, social, ethnic, and legal 
considerations. These papers will be reviewed and then published in the New 
Series of the Sudan Economy Research Group (SERG) Discussion Papers at the 
University of Bremen. These studies are part of a new research project 
„Economic Policies in Sudan after the Referendum of 2011”.  
 
The purpose of the new research project is to investigate into the new policies 
that are requested in Sudan after the Independence Declaration of the South 
Sudan. The economic issues of the separation agenda and of the reconstruction 
and development agenda in the North and in the South are of interest, but most 
important is it also to look at the cooperation requirements and opportunities 
between the North and the South after the Independence Declaration. All papers 
should therefore look carefully at these issues and at the cooperation agenda as 
both states will lose in terms of economic development if cooperation and 
coordination activities are not forthcoming. 
 
In a first step the research papers and the policy-oriented papers will be 
discussed and published in the new edition of the SERG Discussion Paper 
Series. Invited are papers according to the list of sixteen areas that were 
identified as core issues being of particular interest for Sudan’s future (see 
below). In the second step a discussion process will be started on the policy 
implications of the papers to discuss the issues of the papers according to the 
main policy areas. The networks of the contributors will be used for this deep 
exchange of ideas. In the third step a dialogue with economic ministries, civil 
society institutions, and experts in the North and in the South of the Sudan will 
be started on these issues to compare and to contrast the insights from the papers 
with current government policy prescriptions and alternative views and plans on 
policy formation in Sudan. Applications for financial support were already 
started to finance the publication activity, the network establishment, and later 
on the dialogue forums in Khartoum and Juba. 
 
Sixteen policy areas being of interest for such an exercise were identified. 
Apart from the separation agenda the reconstruction and development agenda is 
demanding as both the North and the South have to develop growth and 
development visions, and then on this basis new economic strategies and 
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policies, but also action plans and implementation modalities that are broad-
based, comprehensive, socially inclusive and which will reach also the remote 
regions in the two new states. The North and the South have also to learn from 
past policy failures, so that the policy failures of the past should be reflected in 
the papers. The list of issues on such an agenda for future-oriented policies 
in Sudan is long: 
 

1. Development Strategy and Plan Context 
2. Macroeconomic Policy Framework 
3. Governance Structure and Administrative Reforms 
4. Industrial Sector Development and Policy Reforms 
5. Agricultural Sector Development and Policy Reforms 
6. Agro-industrial and Agribusiness Development Strategies 
7. Oil Sector and Natural Resources Development 
8. Public and Private Services Sector Development 
9. Labour Market and Migration Policy Reforms 
10. Human Development Policies: Education and Health 
11. Human Development Policies: Poverty Alleviation and MDGs 
12. Infrastructure, ICT and STI Development Strategies 
13. Development of Regions and of Urban Areas 
14. Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment Policies 
15. Regional Economic Integration of Sudan 
16. Global Economic Integration of Sudan 

 
In all these policy areas there is demand to base new approaches on visions, 
strategies and policies, and then to translate all this into action and 
implementation plans. Most important, for all these policy issues the 
cooperation agenda for the North and the South should be highlighted, as both 
new states in Sudan will lose if cooperation is not forthcoming.  
 
 
Contact: 
 
Professor Dr. Karl Wohlmuth 
University of Bremen, Bremen, Germany 
 
Email: wohlmuth@uni-bremen.de 
Website: http://www.iwim.uni-bremen.de/ 
 


